IdaGrass                                                                                                                                 March – April 2009 


[image: image1.wmf]ISBA

Idaho Sawtooth Bluegrass Association 

[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.wmf]McCall

Boise

Twin Falls

Middle Zone

Southern Zone

Northern   Zone

Coer d'   Alene


[image: image11.jpg]




Message from the President
In a Bluegrass starved state as Idaho, it is important for an organization such as ours to recognize those who are making contributions that promote Bluegrass.  This month I would like to shine a light on jam leaders who work hard to provide a place for pickers of all abilities to play and have a good time.  I can't tell you how many stories I have heard about our jam leaders patiently bringing people along, encouraging them, and building their self confidence.  It almost always comes out as, "I don't know how my jam leader put up with me for so long, but that person kept giving me suggestions and help, and now I feel like I can at least hold my own.  I'll never be great, but I never would have been anything without that jam."  We appreciate the time and commitment of the people who organize jams.
Jams are so important for so many reasons.  They attract good people into the organization.  They provide fertile ground for the formation of new bands, a special need we have in Idaho.  They are sometimes the only opportunity beginners and intermediates have to play with others. They provide a place where people can learn from each other—new songs, new licks, Bluegrass history and legend.  At the risk of leaving someone out, I would like to say a special thanks to Ron Hillier and John Boyer of the Southern Zone, Stan Strickland from the Middle Zone, and Steve Gleason from the Northern Zone for making the commitment to lead jams.  If I left someone out, or you have a jam that is not advertised in the newsletter or on the web site, let me know and I will make amends.

This month I would also like to shine a light on our Membership Department.  For the last year Helen Smith has been doing both the newsletter and membership—both of which are "full time" jobs, more than any organization should ask of one volunteer.  We should recognize Helen for going above and beyond the call of duty and share in her relief that we have an energetic and thoughtful person who has volunteered to take on Membership Duties—Trudee Strickland.  Trudee is already hard at work coming up with idea after idea for attracting new members. She has been so proactive and willing to work even beyond the scope of her Membership duties.  Just yesterday she volunteered to enter all of our member email addresses into our new organizational email account so that, should one of us who do this work get hit by a truck, someone else will have everything — email addresses, organizational correspondence and documents—instantly accessible.  Thank you, Trudee.

I would like to bring to your attention Raynae Redmond's work with kids in Bluegrass.  If Bluegrass is to survive for another generation then it will survive because of the work she and others like her do with our children.  She is working hard to bring together a "Kids in Bluegrass" segment for our Spring Jam and Fall Festival.  In addition to supporting the kids performances, there are other things you could do.  If you see a kid carrying an instrument at the Spring Jam or Fall Festival, ask them to play you a tune.  If you have children or grandchildren bring them to the festival.  Encourage your children or grand children to play an instrument.  Support them by making sure they can take lessons from a Bluegrass teacher.  Think about starting a "Kids Jam" in your area.

Remember the Spring Jam at Kamiah—I hope to see you all there.  We would like to give a big thank you to Will Williams and Gravel Road, Chicken Dinner Road, and Tradition for donating performances at the Spring Jam.  If you have ideas for improving the organization, don't hesitate to stop me for a visit—or, if you just want to talk.




Carolyn
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4TH ANNUAL SPRING JAM
fothers Day Weekend 2009

May 8,9 & 10
3 At Lewis-Clark Resort in Kamiah, Idaho
s pr Will Williams & Gravel Road, Chicken Dinner Road and Tradition
will perform Saturday 2:00 -

:00pm  Free Admission

Schedule of Events Open To All
Friday, 8th —
Open Jam, al Day and into the night sy
2 s
Open MIC Friday evening 4:00 -6:00 5
pen, d ing L Annual ISBA Meeting

Saturday, 9th

9:00 AM - Annual 1SBA General Meeting.
Instrument Workshops - Banjo & Guitar

- Instrument Workshops - Fidde, Mandolin, Bass & Dobro.

Noon - Open Jam al aftemoon

26 pm - Free Performance Of Bluegrass Bands

6:00 pm - Catered Dinner Buffett

7:00 pm - Jam - Until we pass out o our fingers fall off, which ever happens fist

Sunday, 10th
10:00am Open MIC Bluegrass Gospel. Sign injw Raynae Redman

Free Instrument Workshops
Food / Craft Vendors

Motel, RV spots, dry camping, & Cafe.
For RV/Motel reservations call 208-935-2556
For more information- Email
www.lewisclarkresort.com  Special Bluegrass Rates
www.idahosawtoothbluegrass.org
GGl

3 Glorious Days of Bluegrass 52





Bluegrass Events Calendar
April 18th 

Bluegrass in the Barn
7:00 pm, 1822 W Orchard, Nampa ID. Tradition has invited “Out of Order” to join them for a great evening of music. The Bluegrass Open Mic to follow the band performances. 
April 18th 

MRBA Old-Time Bluegrass Festival
Noon – 10:30pm, Stevensville HS Multi-purpose Room, Stevensville MT. Kids In Bluegrass, 17 Bands and even some pickin’. Admission: $3.00 for MRBA members, $5.00 for non-members, under 12 free with adult. For more information: 406-821-3777

April 25th
Bluegrass in Baker City

7:00pm, Baker County Extension Bldg, Baker City, OR. Live In Concert: Chicken Dinner Road and Tradition. Tickets available at the door, $8.00 adult admission, children free with adult. 
May 15 & 16th
Flatpicking Workshop by Steve Kaufman

FRI/ 7pm - 9pm, SAT/ 9:30am - 3:30pm, Lewiston, ID.

This will be an 8-hour, all-level, hands-on flatpicking workshop. Cost: $90.00, workshop times: For more information, or to sign up, contact Scott Lombard at Lombard’s Music at 208-746-7127 or stop by at 1401 21st Street in Lewiston. Enrollment is limited and pre-registration is required.

May 16th  

Steve Kaufman in Concert,
7:30pm, Orchards Baptist Church, 1002 Bryden Ave Lewiston, ID. Tickets: $10.00 per person, available at Lombard’s Music in Lewiston, (208)746-7127

Intermediate Jams Song List
Beginning at the ISBA Spring Super Jam in Kamiah over Mother’s Day weekend, the Association is sponsoring three intermediate jams. We are hoping that some of you who have never played in a jam before will feel comfortable joining in these jams. Our goal is to provide a safe place to embark on a new experience. These intermediate jams will have a jam master and several support musicians to help with organization and music questions. We will play at a moderate easy, pace.  Most of all, we want it to be fun. There will be no pressure to do breaks. 
Below is a song list for the intermediate jam. 
Intermediate Jam Times for the Spring Super Jam – 

Friday, 7 - 8pm

Saturday, 12:30 – 1:30pm

Saturday, 7 - 8 pm

Song List for the intermediate jam.  
1. Bury Me Beneath the Willow - G 

2. I'll Fly Away - G 

3. Life is Like a Mountain Railway - G 

4. Lonesome Road Blues - G 

5. Salty Dog Blues - G 

6. Will the Circle Be Unbroken - G
7.  Gold Rush - A
8.  Rebekah - B
9.  Randy Lynn - G
10.  All the Good Times Are Past and Gone - G
11.  Fireball Mail – G

12.  Rank Stranger - 
13.  Cripple Creek - A
14.  Old Joe Clark - A
15.  John Hardy - A or G 
16.  Maggie - G
17.  Cumberland Gap – G
BANJO FOR SALE - Beginner banjo, Rogue B-30. $100. For more info, contact Drew Selander at:  allyzebra@cableone.net or 208-871-2612
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HARDTIMES BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL

July 24,25,26, 2009
Featuring:
Gravely Mtn. from Alberton, MT
Bl'illg Heart Break Pass from Newport, WA Bluegrass
Fred & Emily Frank from Idaho Falls, ID Gospel
Your Darby Sireens reunion tour Sunday
Lawn Spring Thaw from Missoula, MT M .
Chairs Bill & Verna Molenda from Darby, M T ormng

Bosco Land & Stone Mountain Bluegrass from Casper, WY
Blue to the Bone from Victor, MT
Will Williams and Gravel Road from Grangeville, ID
JD Webb & the Downstate Ramblers from Baker, OR
Mike & Tari Conroy from Conner, MT
Special Featured Individuals that are Pioneers in Northwest Bluegrass
Chuck & Jeanne Burruss, Corvallis, MT
Fiddlin’ Jimmy Widner, Darby, MT
Forrest Clark, Clinton, MT
Dale Berg, Libby, Mt
Ed Dobson, Pollock, ID
Location: 10 miles South of Hamilton, mile marker 37, The Thomas Ranch on Forest Hill Road
Admission: Adults-$10.00 for weekend, Children under 12- $5.00 for weekend
Dry Camping- $10.00 for weekend
For more information call 1-406-821-3777 or email tariconroy@webtv.net





BLUEGRASS SW STYLE

By Syd Howland
Hello from Lake Havasu, Arizona. It is really tough sitting on “my” beach on the lake, complete with sand and palm trees in 75 degree weather. I braved the climate to attend River City (Portland) and discovered flying in was quicker than folks trying to get there from Seattle with I-5 and Snoqualmie Pass closed!! I just returned from my 16th year of volunteering at Wintergrass in Tacoma, Washington, so decided to write down a few of my thoughts. Although I saw many fabulous shows and met up with long-time friends and fun relatives, my vote is winter bluegrass in the Southwest! Festivals begin in November with Wickenburg (a fun town full of cowboy paraphernalia) and continue until late April in Benson. In between are Blythe, Yuma, Bullhead City, Havasu Landing, Quartzite and Lake Havasu City (formerly held at Parker).All are easy driving distance (even for me!) from Parker Dam where I have been camping in my 25-foot motor home since mid-November. 

To my surprise, down here they do make “emergency” accommodations for bad weather, and the definition of bad weather is relative to what you are used to; so far all have been held comfortably outdoors. This is partly due to scheduling the concerts from 9:00 am until 5:00 - 6:00 pm with evenings (which they think are chilly) free to fix dinner, go out to eat or jam without missing shows. I like the idea a lot. In my experience, pickers love to jam until the wee hours, and don’t attend many shows, especially early ones. Some festivals furnish free metal fire pits and free firewood, some folks have heated tents and festival grounds have buildings for the jams. The festivals have all been very well attended, with license plates from many northern states and Canada showing up. All of us snowbirds are happy to be here and warm!

New to me, and so far my favorites, are Vincent and Daley—they do some unique arrangements and their harmony is tops. The Tallboys (Seattle) and Widow Maker (Canada) were favorites of many. Bearfoot (Alaska) I previously heard at Chilliwack and you will love them—be sure to catch their Nampa gig in March. Blue Highway, Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper, The SteelDrivers (Nashville)—all great. I tend to steer away from Mike Marshall, Darol Anger, and Darrell Scott; they are not hillbilly enough for me, although their shows were packed with their followers. The “new” US Navy Bluegrass Band will be at Lake Havasu City. I talked with Frank Solvan Sr. at Wintergrass. Frank Jr. will be in the band until April, when he will have shoulder surgery. I can’t imagine that band without Wayne, Joe, and Frank, but apparently there are many wonderful musicians ready to take the place of the three retirees.

Idaho, Washington, Oregon and Montana are great venues for summer. I plan to be back in Boise around the first of May. The Idaho Sawtooth Bluegrass Association “pre-committee” has begun planning for their Labor Day show in Donnelly. Please consider volunteering—we need all the help we can get. Stay tuned!

I ♥ BLUEGRASS

Syd Howland

For your Information

The Moses Lake Camp ‘n’ Jam is moving to the St. Rose of Lima Catholic School in Ephrata, and will be held on Friday, July 10th through Sunday, July 12th. This is a great place to stay while on the way to the Darrington Festival. Early bird campers are welcome as early as the 6th of July. Call Dan Mittelstaedt, (509)-765-1006. (Formerly held April 30 - May 3 at the Grant County Fairgrounds, Moses Lake, WA.)
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River City Bluegrass Festival
By Helen Smith
With only four years under its belt, River City Bluegrass Festival, held in Portland, OR, is working hard to establish itself as a premier winter bluegrass festival. Based on this year’s line-up, they are well on their way.  Dobro player, Pat Massie traveled to Portland in January to attend the festival. He was excited and impressed with their 2009 line-up of performers, which included bluegrass pioneers as Dr Ralph Stanley, The Whites and JD Crowe, and the New South. The River City Festival invited young talent like Sierra Hull, Steep Canyon Rangers and Cadillac Sky. They also invited performers that are not new to bluegrass, but new in their current band, Dailey & Vincent, and The Dan Tyminski Band. 

In February, I visited with Pat and saw pictures. He was still very much “on fire” about the people he met and the music he heard. He said, “The music was just amazing.” As we visited I could tell that he loved what he heard, but one of the highlights of the weekend was the honor of meeting some of those first generation bluegrass musicians, people who were so instrumental in the creation and definition of the music we love and play today. 

If you want to hear more about this festival and the people Pat met, just ask. 

I don’t think you will have to twist his arm very hard ( 
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Looks like Pat belongs with these guys! 
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Pat & The Whites; Buck,Sharon & Cheryl
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Pat and a legend; Dr Ralph Stanley
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Pat and JD Crowe
“Kids in Bluegrass” comes 
to the ISBA

by Raynae Redman
Last September at our Round Valley festival we kicked off our first ever “Kids In Bluegrass” program, and hoped that we would have enough kids who play participate.  I was so excited to find 11 kids there who could not only play and sing but were very excited and enthusiastic to get a chance to showcase their talents on the main stage.  We met at my camper and I spent a few hours organizing and working with the kids getting them ready to do their set. From that, our first ever “Kids In Bluegrass” was born.  The kids were so excited to get to do this. One little girl would look me up all day long and ask if she could come practice. I found myself singing and practicing with her as she got ready to take the stage.  We were so well received, and the kids had such a great time performing, that we were asked for a repeat performance on Sunday.  

The “Kids In Bluegrass” program is for all kids 18 and younger who play a bluegrass instrument or sing bluegrass. It is open to all abilities.   We’ll be implementing this program at both our Spring Jam in Kamiah, and also at our Fall Festival in the Round Valley area.  I’ll have a time each day for the participating kids to meet with me at a designated site and to work on our show.  

So, all you kids out there, or any of you parents or grandparents who have kids that are learning to play or sing bluegrass, “Come on Along,” and join the “Kids In Bluegrass” program at either, or both, of these festivals.  I’m looking forward to all the fun working with your kids. Raynae Redman, blugrssmom@aol.com  or 208-839-2267

Time to Renew Membership

ISBA memberships expire annually in April. Unless, in the last month or so, you have renewed your membership or have received notification that your membership is current until April 2010, it’s time to send in your completed application and your check. It is important for you to complete the application so that membership can keep records current to aid the Association in their goals to connect musicians and inform members about bluegrass happenings. 

If you are coming to the Spring Super Jam and plan to renew your membership in person—that is TERRIFIC! If you are not able to attend this spring event— 
Don’t put it off, Just do it now!
Bluegrass Classifieds Board
At the Spring Super Jam, the Association will provide a bulletin board near the main table on which Association members may post “Classified Ads.” An ad may advertise the sale of instruction materials that you no longer need (Mel Bay, “You can teach Yourself Bluegrass Mandolin”), request the words to a bluegrass song, or advertise the sale of an instrument. The ads will be 3x5 in size and we will provide a 3x5 card on which you may write your ad. The ad will need to include your name and phone/or camping space. WE hope this will be a good way for members of our organization to connect and share ideas and resources.

Application for ISBA Membership
Name________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________

City____________________________ State________________ Zip_______________

Phone______________________Email Address_________________________________________
IdaGrass, the ISBA newsletter is offered either in email or printed letter format.  Using email saves the Association 
the cost of postage and printing.  HOWEVER, because we want you to enjoy and look forward to the newsletter, 
we want you to receive the newsletter in the format with which you are comfortable.

I would like to receive the newsletter:        
( Email          
( US Postal Service

I am joining as:
( New Member     
( Renewal

Date:____________________

Yearly membership/April to April:
$15.00 (for an individual or family)
Please mail to: 
Idaho Sawtooth Bluegrass Association




c/o Trudy Strickland
                     

5714 Centerbrook Dr. 

Boise, ID 83705

If you have Ideas, Comments, Questions, or Concerns
ISBA President – Carolyn Johnson 
cthorse@gmail.com
Northern Zone

Steve Gleason, Lewiston
     (208)798-8280

Pete Northcutt, Grangeville
     pnorthcutt@mtida.net

Southern Zone

John Boyer, Twin Falls 

     (208)733-4552 

     boyerj1@mindspring.com

Middle Zone

     Bill Elmer, Nampa
     (208)466-1349
     mandobil@mail2Musician.com
Bob Greer, Nampa
     bobggreer@msn.com

     (208)466-1719

Stan Strickland, Boise
     (208)377-5326

Board Chairman - Will Williams, White Bird
will@williamscustombanjos.com

Webmaster - Carolyn Johnson, Boise 

cthorse@gmail.com
Membership: Trudee Strickland

      stantrud@msn.com
IdaGrass Editor: Helen Smith, Grangeville 

trueblue@wildblue.net
ISBA Monthly Jams





Southern Zone Monthly Jam – 7pm 


@ Gerties’ Brick Oven Cookery in Twin Falls


	Hot Jam, 1st Monday of month


	Slow Jam, 3rd Monday of month


John Boyer 208-733-4552 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:boyerj1@mindspring.com" ��boyerj1@mindspring.com� 





Middle Zone Jam – 7pm 


@ 5714 Centerbrook Drive, Boise


Intermediate Jam,1st & 3rd Thursday of month


Call Stan Strickland at (208) 377-5326 for 


more information. 


For a song list, contact Carolyn Johnson:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:cthorse@gmail.com" ��cthorse@gmail.com� 





Northern Zone Jam – Noon to 5pm.


1st Saturday @ Orchards United Methodist Church


1213 Burrell Ave, Lewiston


3rd Saturday @ Highlander Community Room


616 Warner, Lewiston


Steve Gleason, 208-798-8280


Pete Northcutt, 208-983-2277





The purpose of the Idaho Sawtooth Bluegrass Association: 


To preserve and perpetuate Bluegrass music as a heritage of our country;


To promote the education and enjoyment of Bluegrass music;


To promote fellowship among all musicians and supporters who have a love for Bluegrass music, regardless of race, creed, color, ethnicity, or ability to play music.
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