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Message from the Chairman

Hello fellow ISBA members,

I Hello everyone, 

I hope you have had a very nice summer. It’s been busy around here, lets see: yard work (oh, making sure my wife gets that done) painting the house, and building banjos. Summer may be over, but here are still some county fairs going on around the state. You might take a look at them and maybe find some bluegrass music going on there.

I am starting to feel fall in the air. School has started and the elk are starting to bugle Last week when I woke up to 40 degrees it reminded me that I need to get the winter wood in. Fall brings back winter jamming which will be happening around the state, within different zones. The Bluegrass Barn will start back up with Bob Greer, the Barn Master. It is a fun place and if you have never been, you should plan to go this winter. 

I see where our friends from the Montana Bluegrass Association had some campouts this summer also. We are still planning to get a website up and going.  This will connect us better with our neighboring states, like Washington and Montana and will make it easy to find out what's going on around us. 

As our fall jamming sessions get going this year, please keep in mind that we need to give the new starters in bluegrass time to play – regardless of their level. I can remember 30 years ago when I know I drove my wife CRAZY with Foggy Mountain Breakdown.  But she never complained.  We need to remember to slow down and support those beginners. 

This is such a great organization and I am so proud to watch it grow. There are so many are working hard to make it a success. Thanks to those from the southern zone that went to the Bannock County Festival and worked the ISBA membership table. I have received the money and it’s in the bank. Thanks to Ron Cole for working so hard and selling so many ISBA hats. They are great way to advertise our organization. 

The next big event for the ISBA members is the Fall Bluegrass Festival in Payette Idaho. It will be held the first weekend in October: October 6th-8th. The Payette Festival committee is doing a wonderful job and is busy putting the final touch on things. I am sure they could use some volunteers.  If you can help, give JimBo an email: niwfmtc@msn.com or a call: (208) 642-3454. There is going to be plenty time to jam, meet new friends, workshops. There will be good food and a great line up of Idaho Bands to play for us. I’m looking forward to being there with all of you. So if you see me, be sure to say “Hello”. See you at Payette. 

May the Lord bless you and your family, 

Will Williams, ISBA Chairman of the Board
To tickle your Funny Bone 
 Those of us who spend much time in a doctor's office should appreciate this! Sometimes is seems just like an assembly line. Here's what happened to Bubba:

Bubba walked into a doctor's office and the receptionist asked him what he had. Bubba said, Shingles. So she wrote down his name, address, medical insurance number and told him to have a seat.

Fifteen minutes later a nurse's aide came out and asked Bubba what he had.

Bubba said, Shingles. So she wrote down his height, weight, a complete medical history and told Bubba to wait in the examining room.

A half hour later a nurse came in and asked Bubba what he had. Bubba said, Shingles. So the nurse gave Bubba a blood test, a blood pressure test, an electrocardiogram, and told Bubba to take off all his clothes and wait for the doctor.

An hour later the doctor came in and asked Bubba what he had. Bubba said, shingles. The doctor asked, Where?

Bubba said, "Outside on the truck. Where do you want them??"

Information you will want about the
1st  Annual

ISBA Fall Bluegrass Festival

I emailed Jim Mc Cue, JimBo to most of you, to ask him to give us a report of the Fall Bluegrass Festival coming up in October. He is serving on the committee organizing the festival and has been very instrumental in working with the local entities in Payette and acquiring a facility. 

If you are wondering about the festival…

 here’s the scoop.  
Dear Fellow ISBA Member, 
I'll try to bring you up to date on what's happening with the Fall Festival. This thing has become almost a full time job. All committee members are very busy doing their jobs. 

We have secured eight Bands to play four shows over Friday, Saturday & Sunday: Oct 6, 7, 8. One show on Friday, two on Saturday and one on Sunday. These shows will be taking place at the Payette HS Auditorium a real nice facility with a seating capacity of about 400 per show. Tickets prices can be found on the festival flyer, page 5.  
There will be all kinds of activity at the Kiwanis Park. This also is a very nice facility complete with a large band shell, for general use. The park has beautiful trees and lush green grass and lots of shade. You’ll want to bring chairs or blankets to sit on. 

On the back side of the park there should be ample room for Campers, Motor homes, tents etc. It will be a dry camp “No Hook Ups”. However, the festival will provide Port-a-Potties. 
On Saturday morning there will be intsrument workshops and a Special Juvenile program for introduction to Bluegrass for the younger generation.  At the end of the juvenile program each participant will each receive a free CD: a compilation of select tunes from the various bands that will be performing at the festival. If anyone is interested in helping with these activities, please email Jimbo.

Additionally, you certainly won’t want to miss the opportunity to try and win the New Martin D16GT Guitar w/Hard shell case. The guitar drawing tickets will be: $1 per ticket or 6 for $5 Wow!!! Can you just imagine getting this $1400 guitar for a dollar ticket? (ISBA Board and Committee members and their immediate families will not be eligible to enter in this drawing) 

"Local Payette business and on-site vendors will be there to appease any "hunger pains" that will inevitably occur.  

Bring the family this should be darn good family entertainment. There will not be Any Alcohol or Drugs allowed on the premise.

Camping Fee’s will be $10 and $5 for ISBA members. There will be showers available for festival campers at the Payette City Pool. Cost $1.00. 

Check the information-registration table for specific shower times.  

And one more thing; Bring your instruments let’s Jam, Jam, Jam, Jam!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

JimBo
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Initial planning for the 

ISBA Fall Bluegrass Festival. 
Photo by J. McCue
ISBA Fall Bluegrass Fesitval

Band Schedule

Friday 10/6

6:00
Grangeville Bluegrass Company

7:00
Midnight Flyer

8:00
Chicken Dinner Road

9:00
Dawgwood

Saturday 10/7

1:00
Hotwire

2:00
Grangeville Bluegrass Company

3:00
Heavenbound

4:00
Public Radio

Dinner Break

6:00
Chicken Dinner Road

7:00
Dawgwood

8:00
Hotwire

9:00
Buckhorn Mountain Boys

Sunday 10/8

1:00
Midnight Flyer

2:00
Public Radio 

3:00
Buckhorn Mountain Boys

4:00
Heavenbound

Disc Space by Mike McCarthy
ISBA Member, Mike McCarthy lives in Twin Falls and thinks “you can never have too much banjo.” Mike has agreed to share review newly released and other CDs with our 
IdaGrass Readers. 
Rhonda Vincent - All American Bluegrass Girl The title of this CD says it all - more traditional bluegrass played flawlessly. If you like

Rhonda's singing, and her past CDs, you should like this one. If you are looking for something a little different or new, this isn't it.
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Rhonda tries to spice things up with some guest stars - Dolly Parton, Bobby Osborne, Randy Kohrs on dobro, Bryan Sutton on guitar. To me the best songs are the ones that feature her band members and her brother Darrin.

Highlights: 

The title cut is a nice tribute to Bluegrass and Bill Monroe in the "Is the grass any bluer" vein.

Rhythm of the Wheels is an Osborne Brothers style train song that's new to me (Rhonda says she got it from an "Al Wood" record). It has a great a Capella start and some very cool "Train 45" banjo playing.

    
Don't Act - is a great new gospel tune. I especially like the way the banjo plays over the top of everyone else's vocals and leads through the whole song (hey I'm a banjo player).

    
Ashes of Mt Augustine, an instrumental by Rhonda, is one of those simple, no melody mandolin tunes that gives everybody a lot of room to stretch. This is one you will be hearing around the camp fires.

    
Precious Jewel - I  was never a fan of Roy Acuff's version of this song, but this version is from the Louvin Brothers. It has three different leads and great harmony. Rhonda's bass player Mickey Harris hits notes the male of the species are not supposed to be able to reach.

     If you are a Rhonda fan, then you won't be disappointed with this one. The Precious Jewel was worth it to me.

Did anyone catch the July issue of Bluegrass Unlimited? To mark its 40th Anniversary, BU enclosed an exact copy of the very first Bluegrass Unlimited newsletter from July 1966. It had some interesting record reviews like this one of the Osborne Brothers: "About nine parts Nashville hokum to one part grass." And this one for Flatt and Scruggs' latest release: "I'm not sure one could even call this music bluegrass."  Funny how things haven’t changed all that much.

Bluegrass News:

Deadline Ridge
After great seven years, Idaho bluegrass band, Deadline Ridge will be retiring for a while. This retirement stems from changes in the personal lives of band members. We wish Shawn and Ryan the best of luck in their new ventures and hope that we will still hear from Rob and Ron in the future. For more information or to purchase their CD their web site at: www.deadlineridge.com
New CD

You might want to check out this brand new instrumental CD, entitled:

“The Old Spinning Wheel”, featuring dobro player Ivan Rosenberg and Mike Conroy on mandolin. For more information email Mike: tariconroy@webtv.net
Idaho Bands at Darrington
In July, the Idaho bluegrass community was well represented at the Darrington Bluegrass Festival. It was the 30th Anniversary for the Darrington festival and congratulations go out to the Buckhorn Mountain Boys, Deadline Ridge and New South Fork for being invited to particitpate and represent Idaho.  
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News from the Zones
Northern Zone 

There have been some great summer bluegrass happening in and around the Northern zone. In mid-July several association members enjoyed the weekend of pickin’ at the Camp n’ Jam at Sandpoint. It was a lot of fun....very hot but still a good time was had by all.
There was some great pickin’ going on at Fraiser Park near Wieppe too. Plenty of pickers, plus some local people who just came to listen. 

In August the Gail and Herman Waldron enjoyed a week of “pasture pickin” at Libby, MT. 

Middle Zone 

One of the bluegrass highlights for the middle zone this past couple of months was the performance of “Valerie Smith & Liberty Pike Show” at the Nampa Civic Center. The local band, “Chicken dinner Road” was invited to open for them. Our own illustrious board member, Bob Greer was the MC. Way to go Bob and Chicken Dinner Road! 
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Chicken Dinner Road 

Photo by J. McCue
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Valerie Smith & Liberty Pike Show 

Photo by J. McCue
Southern Zone 

Bannock festival in Pocatello was a real smash for the ISBA with over a dozen folks saying they would join and some did on the spot. Heavenbound and Buckhorm Mountain Boys, New South Fork are just a few of the band that played. 
Bannock County Bluegrass Festival
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Buckhorn Mountain Boys 

Photo by J. McCue
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New South Fork 

Photo by J. McCue
CALLING ALL INSTRUMENT BUILDERS!

Are there any instrument builders or people who would like to be instrument builders that are interested in getting together 

   swapping ideas, 

   bragging about accomplishments


   alerting other to superior products/suppliers. 

If you would be interested in connecting up with others who share your interest, please send your name, email/phone to: trueblue@wildblue.net. I will then forward the emails to one of our board members. 
A possible “idea jam” at the ISBA Fall Bluegrass Festival.
Application for ISBA Membership
Name________________________________________________________________

Adresss______________________________________________________________

City_______________________________State________________ Zip___________

Phone_______________________ Email Address______________________________
IdaGrass, the ISBA  newsletter is offered either in email or printed letter format. Using email saves the association the cost of postage and printing, HOWEVER, because we want you to enjoy and look forward to the newsletter, we want you to receive the newsletter in a format with which you are comfortable.
I would like to receive the newsletter Email__________  US Postal Service__________
Yearly membership - $10/individual $15/family 

Please mail to: Idaho Sawtooth Bluegrass Association 

PO Box 123 White Bird, ID 

If you have Ideas,  Comments,  Questions,  or Concerns
your local board member would love to hear from you. 
Northern Zone
Steve Gleason: (208)798-8280
Pete Northcutt: pnorthcutt@mtida.net
Southern Zone
Ron Cole: colemdln@filertel.com
1055 So. Adell AveFiler, Idaho 83328

Middle Zone
Bob Greer: bgreer15@qwest.net
208-466-1719

Al Jackson: Bmbbluegrass@aol.com

2926 Sugarcane Dr. Nampa, ID.  83687

Board Chariman

Will Williams: wanab@starband.net
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Some of our favorite Websites 





Montana Rockies Bluegrass Assoc.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mrba.com" ��www.mrba.com�





Universuty of Idaho Bluegrass Club


� HYPERLINK "http://stuorgs.uidaho.edu/~bluegrass/" ��http://stuorgs.uidaho.edu/~bluegrass/�








There are a few corrections to the 


ISBA Membership Roster 


Ron Hillier - � HYPERLINK "mailto:deadlineridge@onewest.net" ��deadlineridge@onewest.net�


George Imhoff – 83526 (zip)


Rich Gregg - � HYPERLINK "mailto:cgregg65@hotmail.com" ��cgregg65@hotmail.com�


Stevew Gleason - steveng@lewiston.com


Pat Threewit - bluegrass@local.com





Bluegrass Events Calendar








October 6-8, ISBA Fall Bluegrass Festival,


Payette ID. See article on page 3 and flyer on page 5. 





Southern Zone Monthly Jam, 3rd Thursday at Gerties’ Brick Oven Cookery in Twin Falls – 7 pm. 


September 21 & October 19.





Middle Zone Monthly Jam – check with Bob Greer or Al	Jackson.





Northern Zone Monthly Jam – check with Steve Gleason or	Pete Northcutt





HELP, HELP, HELP……


The ISBA desires to get a website up and going. If you would be willing and able to help promote bluegrass in this way, please contact – � HYPERLINK "mailto:wanab@starband.net" ��wanab@starband.net�








If you have calendar events, jams or festivals you would like included in the next issue of Ida-Grass, please email them to � HYPERLINK "mailto:trueblue@wildblue.net" ��trueblue@wildblue.net�





Confucius say: 


“String Instrument Player’s are very Picky people”








The purpose of the Idaho Sawtooth Bluegrass Association: 


To preserve and perpetuate Bluegrass music as a heritage of our country, 


To promote the education and the enjoyment of Bluegrass music, 


To promote fellowship among all musicians and supporters who have a love for Bluegrass music, regardless of race, creed, color, ethnicity, or ability to play music.
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