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Message from the Chairman
Hello to all of the new members and friends of the ISBA Our membership is moving upward and let me "Thank You "for your membership dues and your willingness to be a part of this new adventure. You have been sent a list of the ISBA Board Members please feel free to contact any of us with your questions and support. We all have the same goal to promote true Bluegrass in Idaho and the board members are ready to join with you to do just that. This is your association; only together we can make things happen. 
Al Jackson, of the Buckhorn Mountain Boys said,
"He would like the people to know in Kentucky that we know how to play True Bluegrass in Idaho" 
and so would I. HOW ABOUT YOU? 

Will Williams
IdaGrass Classifieds

Wanted: Someone willing to write 

a CD review of newly released bluegrass music. If interested or for more info email; trueblue@camasnet.com
Wanted: New ISBA Members. Invite a friend to join the ISBA.For ISBA Membership application, please email: wanab@starband.net
As an ISBA member, you are entitled to one free classified per year. Do you have an unused instrument, give music lessons, looking for a piece of music. Use the ISBA classifieds.  
A couple of our board members, 
(L to R) Ron Cole and Bob Greer
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Application for ISBA Membership

Name________________________________________________________________
Adresss______________________________________________________________
City_______________________________State________________ Zip___________
Phone_______________________ Email Address______________________________
Yearly membership - $10/individual $15/family 

Please mail to: Idaho Sawtooth Bluegrass Association 
PO Box 123 White Bird, ID 83554

The Role of Each Instrument in Bluegrass Music
By Jack Tuttle
Banjo - Known for its machine gun like stream of notes that provides much of the "drive" in bluegrass, especially on fast pieces. Lots of open strings surround melody notes made up of hammers, slides and pull-offs. Syncopation is very common. Breaks are occasionally played up the neck. Sometimes duplicates the mandolin offbeat by vamping closed chords during backup, but often plays backup in a similar style to lead to impart the drive. Relentlessly puts fills in vocal holes. Earl Scruggs is God. 

Mandolin - Lots of blues influences in solos. Sometimes leads are played in a closed chordal position. Often repetitive notes are played with movement on the offbeat. Tremolo is common on slow pieces. Mostly chops on the offbeat during backup, with occasional extra upstroke hits just ahead of the offbeat. Occasionally fills in the vocal holes on fast songs, but does it more often on slow songs. All essential ideas come from Bill Monroe. 

Guitar - Solos are optional - not regularly done until the 1960’s. Solos are often based less on a melody than the other instruments. Rhythm playing features bass runs and fills, especially G runs at every opportunity. Very dynamic strumming with surprisingly quiet normal strumming but very aggressive swells at the end of lines. Some players use highly syncopated bass runs. Tony Rice is the major influence since the 70’s. 
Fiddle - Solos are a mix of double-stops, slides and very fast single noting. Traditionally it follows a melody of a song for the first three lines, yet with lots of blues imparted into it, and then departs from the melody on the last line. It fills actively in the vocal holes at times, and sometimes adds a texture right along with vocals. Frequently though, it is silent during backup, or perhaps vamps percussively on the offbeats. No one fiddler has been able to dominate historically, but Stuart Duncan does now. 

Bass - Good groove for bluegrass usually requires fairly simple bass lines - root, 5th alternating on downbeats. Bass runs connect one chord to another. In the early days, bassists tried way too hard to walk. Now, walking is left for bouncy numbers with a swing feel. Solos are rare but do happen, and usually involve some slapping. There has been some acceptance of electric bass in bluegrass. Rock steady timing is the key for good bass playing. Cedric Rainwater has been anointed "the great one" but this in reality has much to do with his being in the original 1945 bluegrass band with Bill Monroe, Lester Flatt, Earl Scruggs and Chubby Wise. 

Dobro - The least common bluegrass instrument. Generally uses lots of slides, hammers-ons and banjo like rolls. On slow songs it tends to play lots of chordal movements. Fills more actively on slow songs and often vamps on the off-beat or is silent. Josh Graves was the only guy for awhile, but in the 1970’s Jerry Douglas became the man. 

The Role of Each Instrument by Jack Tuttle, Cirtical Listening  Class, CBA Music Camp 2005. Additional bluegrass information can be found at Jack's website - www.jacktuttle.com



About the middle of every month we spruce up the barn,

 put a log in the stove, and invite everyone to come and enjoy 

an evening of acoustic bluegrass music”

Bluegrass in the Barn

1822 W Orchard Ave, Nampa, Idaho

We feature

· The best local and regional Bluegrass Bands

· Open Mic if you would like to join in the fun 

(acoustic bluegrass only of course).

· Gospel and Traditional Bluegrass
Contact the Barnmaster for more information or to get on the email list –

Email: bgreer15@qwest.net   

Write: 807 Bonner Place, Nampa, Id 83651
“Professional Banjo's at a price you can afford.”

Williams Custom Banjo

Will Williams

PO Box 123 White Bird, Id 83554

208-839-2814
wanab@starband.net
“Superior Quality and a sound you will love!”

Come visit us at 
Williams Custom Banjo's - http://my.SpinSite.comwillsbanjo

Cole 



Mandolin
· Cole Mandolins, Ron Cole
1055 South Adell
Filer, ID 83328 

· Phone: (208) 326-5224 

· E-Mail: ron@colemandolins.com
“I have played alot of different mandolins over the last 25 years and Ron Cole mandolins are by far the best sounding and unique looking mandolin I have ever played and I am proud to own one.”

Al Jackson, Buckhorn Mountain Boys
If you have Ideas,  Comments,  Questions,  or Concerns 
your local board member would love to hear from you. 
Northern Zone
Steve Gleason: steveng@syringa.net
Pete Northcutt: pnorthcutt@valint.net
Southern Zone
Ron Cole: colemdln@filertel.com
1055 So. Adell AveFiler, Idaho 83328

Fred Frank: fredfrank@cableone.net

208-206-0369

Middle Zone
Bob Greer: bgreer15@qwest.net
208-466-1719

Al Jackson: Bmbbluegrass@aol.com

2926 Sugarcane Dr. Nampa, ID.  83687

Board Chariman

Will Williams: wanab@starband.net
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IdaGrass





The purpose of the Idaho Sawtooth Bluegrass Association: 


To preserve and perpetuate Bluegrass music as a heritage of our country, 


To promote the education and the enjoyment of Bluegrass music, 


To promote fellowship among all musicians and supporters who have a love for Bluegrass music, regardless of race, creed, color, ethnicity, or ability to play music.








IdaGrass Calendar





If you have calendar events, jams or festivals you would like included in the next issue of Ida-Grass, please email them to trueblue@camasnet.com  











Idaho Bands


10/5 	Buckhorn Mountain Boys & Heavenbound Bluegrass Band 


at Bluegrass In The Barn, 7:00 pm. Nampa, ID 


Guest fiddler, Doug Jenkins and returning from overseas duty SSGT Mike Kortright. “Welcome home Mike.” (208)466-1719


11/5	Grangeville Bluegrass Company @ Kooskia Opera House, 


7:30 pm Kooskia, ID (208)926-0094


11/5	The Jeffries Express and Heavenbound Bluegrass Band at Bluegrass In The Barn, 7:00 pm. Nampa, ID. The Jefferies Family is from Wilder Idaho.


11/11	Heaven Bound Bluegrass Band at Reformed Church of Twin Falls, 6 pm on Pole Line Road. Twin Falls, ID


12/17	Bluegrass Extravaganza in the Bluegrass Barn featuring 


Midnight Flyer from Nampa,  


Deadline Ridge from Jerome ID and 


Heavenbound Bluegrass Band.


	This will be the Barn’s Special Christmas Show.
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Some of our favorite Websites –





Montana Rockies Bluegrass Assoc.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mrba.com" ��www.mrba.com�





Grangeville Bluegrass Company


� HYPERLINK "http://www.grangevillebluegrasscompany.com" ��www.grangevillebluegrasscompany.com�





Buckhorn Mountain Boys


� HYPERLINK "http://www.buckhornmountainboys.com" ��www.buckhornmountainboys.com�





Deadline Ridge


� HYPERLINK "http://www.deadlineridge.com" ��www.deadlineridge.com�








 








Announcing the opening of





Acoustic Musician


November 30th


Salt Lake City, UT (Sandy area)





Specializing to meet the need of


Bluegrass Musicians








Guitar’s Friend


208-882-1823


Moscow Idaho





Instruments – Music – Sound Systems





Guitar’s Friend Productions 


Recording Studio
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